
amy’s takeaway tips

ALL IN THE FAMILY “Some 
of the brides who hire 
me to do their wed-
dings are actually 
event planners them-
selves,” says Amy. 
“That’s the ultimate 
compliment!”

[brides party people]

Turn to Shopping Guide

A career in banking might seem like an unusu-
al launch pad for a wedding planner, but for 
Amy Nichols, that stint created an early outlet 
for her party-planning bug. “I was in market-
ing, and my boss saw that I was adept at put-
ting together events. Before long, I was 
ordering all the gift baskets and hiring the 
caterers,” recalls Amy. Fortunately, a corpo-
rate mind-set has served her well: When a  
Filipino groom’s family repeatedly burst into  
song throughout dinner, Amy managed to 
keep the caterer on schedule. For another 
wedding, the cupcakes that were promised 
didn’t appear, so she threw on an apron and 
helped whip up a batch. “No matter what hap-
pens, I don’t freak out,” says Amy. “No one is 
paying to see me panic!”—Hillary Quinn

amy nichols
Amy Nichols Special Events  |  San Francisco

IT’S A WRAP Tuck 
vibrant bougain-
villea into a rolled 
napkin at each 
place setting. “It’s 
such a lovely wel-
come gesture.”

(Continued from page 158)

CHILL OUT Forget your 
standard orange ice 
pops—Amy likes the 
grown-up variety, like 
tangerine and pineap-
ple, for a casual des-
sert at outdoor fetes.

KEEP IN STEP Give your 
wedding day an ethnic 

spin, as one bride did 
by dancing a polka 

with her (Polish-born) 
father. “the whole 

crowd was clapping 
and cheering.” 
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HAT TRICK Want  
to surprise your 
sports-loving 
groom? Outfit  the 
bartenders or wait-
ers in caps bearing his 
favorite team’s logo.

SAY CHEESE For A  
fun appetizer, set 

out a rustic wheel of 
Parmesan; guests 

break off a piece and 
drizzle it with honey 
or balsamic vinegar. 

“Limit the maids’ bouquets to the same color, but add interest 
by giving each girl a different flower—one carries white  
roses, another cream tulips—and you get lilies of the valley.”

“Customize your table numbers by having them correspond 
with special dates in your family’s life. For example: 1975, 
accompanied by a framed photo of your parents’ wedding.”
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